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A Letter From The Children  

 Prayer Requests  
Please pray...  

For God to call leaders 

and new staff to Haiti to 

serve, 

For stateside  staff          

transitions, 

For the children as they 

continue to study hard for 

exams, 

For the ongoing transition 

programs and special pro-

jects, 

For teams as they prepare 

to serve in Haiti this sum-

mer, 

For funds specifically to 

address the boys' house 

building issues, the gen-

erator problems and the 

cost of the tap-tap.  

Dearest Sponsors, Friends, and                          

 Team Members, 

Itôs a joy for us as a group to write this letter to 

express our feelings about teams coming to 

Haiti.  Itôs a special joy to know they come just 

for us, the orphaned children at the HFC or-

phanage.  We already know that in Godôs sight 

weôre special.  But for you who come to Haiti, 

just for us, is a special treat.  It is proof that 

you treat us as being special.  You are special 

to us, too.  Of course, we want to tell you that 

people who are around us know that weôre 

special because of the good care, attention, 

education, and the great love expressed on 

us. 

In the past years, we used to welcome many 

teams in one year.  If we remember well, there 

was a year during which nine teams came to 

the orphanage.  It was our very best year in 

many ways.  What a blessing that was for all 

of us at the orphanage!  Unfortunately, things 

changed so much, that sometimes we canôt 

help it, but have the feelings that we have 

been forgotten.  Although mentally, we see 

you all everyday in our lives.  Please do not 

underestimate the value of your physical pres-

ence with us.  When you are physically with 

us, your voice, your many touches and hugs 

make 

such a 

big dif-

ference 

in our 

lives.   

Yes, we 

say that 

we see 

you eve-

ryday because we eat three meals a day, have 

a roof over our heads, have good teachers to 

teach us, and a caring staff and people around 

us to help meet our daily needs.  It is God us-

ing you the teams members and all the spon-

sors, new and old, who send money on a 

regular basis to cover 

all the cost.  Let us tell 

you that we are forever 

grateful to each and 

everyone of you for 

your generosity.  Money 

is very important in 

Haiti, because the cost 

of living is so high.  

Your money is more important to us be-

cause it is given out of Godôs love by people 

like you who love us in the name of God.  

We will never be able to thank you enough 

for all you have done to give us HOPE in the 

name of our Lord Jesus.   

We are so glad that we are a part of the 

HFC Orphanage.  Many children would love 

to be one of us, but sadly they cannot for the 

time being.  Please, continue to pray for us 

so that none of us will ever take for granted 

what the Lord is using you to do in our lives.  

As many of us grow older, the better we 

learn to appreciate the investment that 

Godôs people have done and are doing in 

our lives.  The day is coming and it will 

surely come when we, the HFC children, will 

start passing on these many blessings to 

others.  In the meantime, we beg you to 

come to visit us. 

For all of you who have come in the past 

and who have stopped coming, please know 

that we miss you all so much.  Please, 

would you prayerfully consider coming back 

again?  For those of you who are reading 

this letter now we would like you to know 

that we give you a special invitation.  We 

love to meet new Christian friends, young 

and older ones.  For those of you who might  

be thinking about coming in the months 

ahead, please, do not be afraid to come.  

We are all waiting with open arms longing to 

hug you and love you in Christôs name.  

Yes, we know how difficult it is to come to 

Haiti but know that each visit weôre taking to 

heart.                      (Continued on page 3) 



Page 2 

Whatôs New at HFC 

On Friday, February 20th at the Port-au-
Prince airport, a team of 5 people from Free 
Christian Church, Andover, MA disem-
barked a plane filled with rowdy Haitians, 
who had been getting into the Carnival spirit 
during the long flight from JFK Airport.  Al-
though the team was small, a significant 
amount of money 
had been raised 
thanks to generous 
support from family 
and friends, and 
much was accom-
plished in a short 
time.   

On Saturday every-
one enjoyed a great 
day at the beach 
resort of Moulin Sur 
Mer.  It not only 
boasted a picturesque beach, but also a 
swimming pool, soccer pitch, playground 
and volleyball court.   The buffet lunch was 
superb; the children piled up their plates 
and still found room for a delicious cake for 
dessert.   

Due to the Carnival, it was not possible to 
get to the orphanage on the Sunday.  To 
make up for lost time the team left Dr. Ber-
nardôs house at 6:00 am on Monday morn-
ing, arriving at the orphanage before all the 

children were up.  The hired carpenter 
quickly got the boys working on the first of 
eight bunk beds, by tasking them with sand-
ing and staining the wood.  The boys em-
braced every new assignment given to 
them with diligence.  By Tuesday afternoon 
the first bed, which was sturdy enough to 

support 14 children (see 
picture), was completed.  

While the boys learned 
some carpentry skills, 
the girls quickly turned 
their hand to sewing, 
making themselves 
skirts, blouses, and 
head scarves ï most of 
which were made with-
out the use of patterns.  
The two sewing ma-
chines ran non-stop 

during the two days we were at the orphan-
age.  The girls also pounced on the beads, 
making necklaces, bracelets, and ear rings. 

The fifteen boys in the soccer squad were 
all given new soccer cleats, shirts, shorts, 
and socks.  Their eyes lit up when they saw 
the gear, and they scrambled to try it all on 
(see picture).  The two soccer balls were 
greatly appreciated as well, and they were 
put to good use right away. 

Missions Corner  Marianne Langston  

On Monday the children were gathered 
in the chapel for a recognition cere-
mony.  There we presented a share of 
the profits of last yearôs Christmas card 
project to all of the children.  Special 
recognition was given to Emmanuel, 
who drew the sketch used for the card, 
as well as to Acheley, Renick, and 
Camille, who also provided many skill-
ful drawings.  There were many happy 
faces!  We then encouraged the chil-
dren to use the many art supplies we 
had brought down to come up with new 
designs for the Christmas 2009 card, 
so that we could break our sales record 
over the upcoming season. 

Before boarding the plane on Wednes-
day we had a quick visit to see the New 
Life Link children.  We then returned to 
Boston on a cold wintery night having 
had an extremely rewarding few days 
with plans to return next year. 

Learning the Value of a Gourde By Hal Cleveland  

After faithfully serving behind the scenes for 
over a year, we are sad to say goodbye to 
part-time staff member Shannon 
O'Brien .  Although God is calling her to dif-
ferent work, we are thankful that she will 
continue to be a part of the ministry in what-
ever ways she can.  Thank you for all of your 
incredible hard work Shannon! 

This summer, we have five missions teams 
preparing to serve in Haiti including Jean 
Soucy and Don Lampron, Valley Fourth Me-
morial Church of Spokane Valley (led by 
Janet Armour), Faith Evangelical Free 
Church of Acton (led by Dan Kasey), Grace 
Chapel (led by Jonas Firmin) and Immanuel 
Lutheran Church of Danbury, CT (led by Hal 
Cleveland).  If you are interested in planning 
your own trip or would like to hear about 
joining others, please email Hal Cleveland at 
hlc40@optonline.net. 

We welcome Karen Ford to the Board, 
which also includes Armand and Kathy 
Bergeron, Hal Cleveland (chairman), Pierre 

the transition of our children to adult-

hood, and the programs to be insti-

tuted to aid in that transition.  We are 

looking toward the implementation of a 

ñTransition House,ò which will allow the 

children to slowly integrate into society 

and a life of independence. 

The second position is a ñMinistry 

Coordinator ,ò who will focus on the 

spiritual guidance of the children and 

the missions program.  This person will 

help to coordinate mission visits, pro-

vide in country support such as trans-

portation, and identify projects and 

ministry opportunities for teams.  There 

will also be a focus on improving the 

communications from Haiti and keep-

ing our sponsors and donors updated.   

If you know anyone interested in 

serving in either of these roles, or 

would like more information, please 

contact us for more details. 

and Sharon Leroux Daniel, Jonas Firmin, Bill 
and Kang Henson, Marie Joseph, Marianne 
Langston, Meg Woodworth Nam, and Doug 
and Neilani Simpson.  If you have any ques-
tions or would like to speak with any Board 
members directly, please email 
meg@hfchaiti.org. 

We wish to give special thanks to Krista 
Guenin  of Krista Photography 
(www.kristaphoto.com) for the wonderful pic-
tures taken for our sponsorship updates! 

Sponsorship updates are in the mail!   If 

you did not receive a sponsorship packet with 

current updates on your child, if you have any 

questions about your child specifically, or if 

you are considering sponsoring a child for 

$35 a month, please contact Marianne 

Langston at langstonfamily1@verizon.net.  

HFC is looking to fill two new staff posi-

tions in Haiti.   One is an ñAssistant Direc-

tor,ò who will provide additional day to day 

oversight .  This individual will also focus on 

http://www.kristaphoto.com/
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 Making A Connection by Bev Cleveland  

 

Hal and I had the privilege of traveling to 

Haiti in early February to spend time with 

the kids.  I experienced a great deal of 

frustration with the language barrier on 

my last mission trip this past June.  So 

one day while I was having lunch in the 

storeroom with Fabiola and Merline 

Jean, I explained to them my frustration.  

I told them that I wanted to talk to them 

and I promised that I would not make 

fun or laugh at their attempts to speak 

English.  Imagine my surprise when 

they opened up and we actually talked 

for over an hour.  They told me their 

likes and dislikes, as well as their 

dreams and aspirations.  It was truly 

groundbreaking.  Fabiola even sang a 

song to Hal and me, ñI Want to Know 

You More.ò  How apropos! 

Alexandra also sang one of her favorite 

hymns to me in private.  What a testi-

mony she decided to share with her 

American friend.  Cultivating trust in a 

loving way is the key to communicat-

ing with these kids.  We dressed up, 

did nails, sang songs, and played 

games while poor Hal did paperwork 

in Dr. Bernardôs office. 

The love and gratitude shown to Hal 

and me represents that same love 

and gratitude they have for all of the 

donors and sponsors.  For without 

your support, these kids could not 

flourish into the people that God 

wants them to be.  I urge anyone who 

can possibly do so to take a trip to 

Haiti this summer with one of the mis-

sion teams.  But bewareéa piece of 

your heart will remain in Haiti long 

after you leave. 

Learning the Value of a Gourde By Hal Cleveland  

At anytime, when Papy (Dr. Bernard) says 

that a team is coming, we all get excited 

and start counting the days.  It is always a 

great day to welcome a team and also a 

sad day to say goodbye.  That is life.  All 

we want is that teams come for 2 weeks 

time or a very few days.  We are looking 

forward to hearing how many teams are 

coming this year and in the next years.  

As you come, our lives at the orphanage 

will continue to change, and your lives as 

team members will never be the same.  

We all the children love you all so much.  

Again, thank you for prayerfully con-

sidering being part of one of the next 

teams.  We love you all for who you 

are and for what you stand for in the 

kingdom of our Lord Jesus. 

May God bless you daily and keep 

you safe.  Donôt be afraid to work for 

Jesus because all the rewards will be 

issued by God Almighty who is the 

Grand Architect of the universe.  Con-

tinue to put your faith in Jesus be-

cause Heôs so powerful.  Heôs the 

truth. 

In conclusion, we would like to share 

the verse of Joshua 1:8 with all of you: 

ñDo not let this book of the Law depart 

from your mouth; meditate on it day and 

night, so that you may be careful to do 

everything written in it.  Then you will be 

prosperous and successful/ò 

From all of us with love,    

Argentine, Stephanie, Kattia, Lovely, 

Debbie, Charline, Fabiola, Youdemie, 

Edline, Carmelle and all the other chil-

dren. 

Bev and I recently visited Haiti to spend 

some time with the kids.  I am pleased to 

report all are doing very well.  Due to the 

generosity of a few of 

our supporters, we 

were able to take some 

of the older kids (Alex, 

Argentine, Bernadin, 

Chrystel, Fabiola, 

Jeanine, Jefthe, Kattia, 

and Stephanie) on a 

book buying excursion 

to the local Christian 

bookstore.  They pur-

chased numerous books for the library, 

as well as songbooks for use in Sunday 

morning worship services.  This was a 

wonderful opportunity for the kids to 

personally choose 

books for their li-

brary, as well as a 

lesson in how best to 

utilize the money 

given to them. 

We also visited the 

market to buy food 

supplies for the 

month, as the kids 

helped us purchase the supplies, calcu-

late the costs, and load the tap-tap.  We 

also held a watermelon and mango party 

for the kids the day before we left Haiti, 

which is a special treat they all enjoy.  The 

kids loved the fact that they could actually 

participate in the buying of the books and 

food.  They wrote letters of thanks to the 

donors, recognizing that ñthe books were 

so expensiveéwe love the books and we 

will keep them safe and read them.ò 

We continue to urge you to visit the or-

phanage in 2009 to teach the children 

English, oversee Vacation Bible School, 

take the kids on their own mission trip, or 

help us upgrade our facility. 

Letter from the Children (continued from Page 1)  


